
In-Class Essay: “Going for the Look” 
Essay Requirements

Be ready to submit your essay to TurnItIn.com by the 
end of the day of the essay! 

Use at least two direct quotations from the ERWC 
article, and one personal experience 

Use a counterargument! 

“Supporters of ______ may say…  
However, evidence shows that…”

“People who oppose _______ would argue…”

“Although it may seem like ________, it is true that 
________…”



Even though the father is harsh at times in fulfilling his 
paternal role, he encourages the boy to develop 

independence as a sustainable means of caring for his 
physical and emotional health.

Let’s Talk: Main Argument

ANSWERS the prompts 

Tells HOW it will answer the prompt 

Is one CONCISE thought 

Is DEBATABLE



Even though the father is harsh at times in fulfilling his 
paternal role, he encourages the boy to develop 

independence as a sustainable means of caring for his 
physical and emotional health.

Let’s Talk: Main Argument

NOTICE THAT... 
The whole essay should NOT be spent making an argument. 

MOST of the essay is spent on presenting the facts. 
A) Cares for physical health. 

B) Cares for emotional health. 
C) The man is harsh at times.



Let’s Talk: Topic Sentences
Topic Sentences should introduce an argument,  
NOT a fact or a piece of data.

Just like a thesis, a topic sentence should be clear, direct, and 
DEBATABLE.

If I am writing a body paragraph…

Weak TS:  
“The man teaches the boy how to shoot a gun.”

”Okay” TS:  
“The man teaches the boy many valuable lessons.”

Stronger TS: “The man is too harsh in forcing the boy to 
make difficult decisions that he is not ready for yet.”



Let’s Talk: Commentary
Commentary refers to context, summary and analysis provided 
around the actual evidence 

DO go back and forth between lines of examples and analysis 

Keep asking yourself:  “Why is this important?” after every 
example when doing analysis 

Three ways (amongst others) to insert commentary:

1) Golden Lines style 
Quotation > Summary > Context > Analysis 

2) “Quotation Sandwich” style 
Context > Quotation > Analysis 

3) “Say Mean Matter” style (for “follow-up” evidence) 
Quotation > Summary > Analysis



Let’s Talk: Organization & Style
Introductions can be a good 
place to start to include the 
relevant background 
information 

Hook >  
(Get our attention)  

Transition > 
(ID the text here)  

Explanation >  
(What does the topic  
really mean?) 

Main Argument  
(ie: thesis)

Conclusions are a 
chance to...

Present a new, 
relevant idea

Restate the thesis 
in a new way

Discuss any 
additional 
commentary you 
could not find a 
place for in the essay



Let’s Talk: Organization & Style
When you think about organizing your essay, think about not 
only explaining your stance, but also putting information into 
context:

Think about: Should this body paragraph: 

Explain background info 

BUILD a case; don’t use a “listing” style

Fully expand on a part of the thesis 

Use a counter-argument



`

“This is a good 
place, Papa.”  
(McCarthy 23) 
His father is 
cooking dinner 
for them over a 
campfire. 
Plopped :(

While his 
father is 
cooking dinner 
for them over a 
campfire, the 
boy, “This is a 
good place, 
Papa”  
(McCarthy 23).  
Not 
Integrated!

When the boy 
says, “This is a 
good place, 
Papa”  
(McCarthy 23), 
his father is 
cooking dinner 
for them over a 
campfire.  
Integrated!

Let’s Talk: Quotation Integration
Remember: direct quotations should not stand alone, 
and should sound like they are part of a complete 
sentence



MLA 
Format… 
And YOU!

Unless you are intentionally and 
specifically using a different format...



Activity

▰ Let’s see what you know!
▰ Here’s an activity...
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BIG 
CONCEPT 1:
Header vs. 
Heading
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BIG 
CONCEPT 
2:
Spacing
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BIG CONCEPT 3:
Citations (pt. 1)

What’s the difference between these 
two styles of citation?

Find these examples on your 
handout and highlight them now!
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BIG CONCEPT 3:
Citations (pt. 2)

What’s different about how punctuation 
is used in these citations?

Find these examples on your 
handout and highlight them now!
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BIG CONCEPT 4:
Works Cited 
(pt. 2)



In-Class Essay: “Going for the Look” 
Essay Do’s and Don'ts

During the essay 
next week you MAY: 

Type! 
(Please bring a laptop, or 
be ready to use a 
Chromebook)

Use the article and 
the prompt paper  
(in green)

During the essay 
next week you  
MAY NOT: 

Use your phone 

Use headphones 

Use a pre-written 
essay


