
Dear English 12 Honors Students,

YOU DID IT!

The hard part is over. Thank you for submitting your final papers. I’m so excited to read them, 
discuss them, and share them with our guest teachers!
 
In addition to submitting your paper, you will be responsible for discussing your paper 
with the rest of the honors group. Instead of a formal presentation of your final paper, 
we will be engaging in a more free-form discussion and feedback protocol. 

This Socratic Seminar-like protocol will allow the presenter to engage in critical thought and 
discussion with three other honors member, Stoll and a guest teacher.

After a short introduction and some questioning, the presenter will remove themself from the 
discussion, and panel members will be expected to give both warm and cool feedback about the 
essay, the arguments, and/or any other components of the final paper.

The panel process will end with a reflection from the speaker which will give them a chance to 
respond to feedback and engage in the discussion.

The protocol will follow this outline:
 - Presenter Gives Overview of Essay: 4 Minutes
 - Panel asks Clarifying Questions: 3 Minutes
 - Panel asks Probing Questions: 3 Minutes
 - Panel Only Discussion: 10 Minutes
 - Presenter Reflection:         + 5 Minutes  

TOTAL TIME: 25 Minutes

Stoll will act as a facilitator for each POL, meaning that he will keep time and will moderate 
questioning to make sure the process stays true to the protocol.

If you have any questions, please email me.
Thank you for your hard work this semester! Good Luck!

A am acting as a PANEL MEMBER for…

Presenter: Focus Author: Date / Time:

Presenter: Focus Author: Date / Time:

Presenter: Focus Author: Date / Time:

A am PRESENTING my honors paper on:_________ @ _______________



When you are acting as the PRESENTER:
In preparation for your Honors POL, please be aware that you are 
responsible for the following:
 
1) Prepare a 3-4 minute intro statement describing your paper. Be willing to highlight:

a) Your author of focus, the critical approach, and a brief explanation for why you chose each  
b) 3 of your favorite moments from your paper (ex: a quotation, an argument)  
c) A particular success you had in writing this paper  
d) A particular challenge you had in writing this paper  
e) A skill you learned or strengthened in English 12 this year that you feel you were able to 
incorporate into this final paper

2) Bring your intro statement and a digital or printed copy of your paper to your assigned 
discussion time.

3) Enjoy hearing discussion about the amazing paper you wrote, and take copious notes.

When you are acting as a PANEL MEMBER:
In preparation for another student’s Honors POL, please be aware that you 
are responsible for the following: 

1) Read the Eng 12 Honors student essays you have been assigned (ie: all of them)

2) For each paper you read, make 5-10 annotations or comments on the essay

3) Before the panel discussions on the papers, construct two clarifying questions and two 
probing questions to help guide the discussions.

a) Clarifying questions are used to get a clearer picture of what the author meant; they are 
answered quickly and may be closed ended; can start with “What did you mean by...”, “Where does 
it say that...”, etc.)

b) Probing questions are used to provoke and encourage deeper thinking; they may require an 
explanation and should be open ended; can start with “Why did you...”, “Did you consider...”, etc.)

4) Attend your assigned panel discussions at the given time with  printed copy of the presenting 
student’s paper



During the discussion, we will use this form to give feedback to student authors

 
Fall 2017 Eng. 12 Honors POL - Stoll 
How well does each presentation 

meet the following criteria?
Exceptionally = 5      Basically = 2
Completely = 4          Partially = 1
Proficiently = 3

Presenter: ___________________          Date:____________
Panel Member: _________________    

Students are scored on the following Essential Skills:
ES#1: Form of Writing | ES#2: Content of Writing | ES#4: Speaking & Pres

In essay: Student presents sophisticated 
main argument that is clear & concise. Score: Comments:

In essay: The organization of the 
student’s writing is focused, coherent 
and further develops the thesis.

Score: Comments:

In essay: Analysis is consistently 
supported by insightful, relevant, 
correctly cited textual evidence.

Score: Comments:

In essay: Student is able to make 
meaningful connections between the 
chosen pieces of literature and to the 
chosen critical approach.

Score: Comments:

In discussion: Based upon questions 
and feedback presented by the panel, 
student is able to clarify, defend, and 
reflect with eloquence and confidence.

Score: Comments:


